
Private Music Teachers in the Ridgewood Area - Woodwinds, Brass, and Percussion – January 2017 

The individuals named below are teachers who instruct lessons in our area according to the instruments listed.  We have done our best 
to be inclusive.  Please note:  This list should not be misconstrued as a list of teachers recommended by the Ridgewood Music 
Department.  Rather, it is intended to assist parents in the process of acquiring a qualified teacher who will be a good match for your 
son or daughter.  Parents are urged to interview several teachers, check references, compare costs, discuss schedules, flexibility, 
lesson location, and cancellation policies, and set up a trial lesson before entering into any long-term agreement. 
 
 

Flute 
Carla Auld                  201-245-0227 
Lou Caimano               RWD CONSV** 
Laura Carnibucci                  201-390-6465 
Louis Carlini                  201-791-4097 
Tara Cronin    646-479-0432 
Crispian Fordham    347-678-4937 
Mark Friedman                     201-445-3546 
Nancy Horowitz                    201-444-2355 
Jung Wan Kang                    201-587-2299 
Miriam Lachenauer   845-357-2094 
Patty Lazzara          ENCORE* 
Lish Lindsey                         609-220-3937 
George Marge              201-244-9559 
Koren McCaffrey                 646-319-1670 
Jinna Park                            201-390-9001 
Sook Kyung Park                 201-750-1856 
Marlene Pillow     201-689-1544 
Lisa Plasse    201-906-1235 
Rick Shapiro                  551-574-2774 
Karen Shapiro                  551-574-2774 
Margaret Swinchoski RWD CONSV** 
Anthony Signa    201-935-1278 
Denise Smith-Riley   201-434-8662 
Wan Sook Song                    201-575-5540 
Craig Yaremko    973-207-1100 
Lee Zakian                  201-794-0295 
 
Oboe 
Andy Adelson    973-324-5343 
Kathi Jo Bryant    973-676-6750 
Lou Caimano               RWD CONSV** 
Yousun Chung    646-496-6795 
Kyungmi Bae Chung            917-828-6734 
Meredyth Coleman   860-460-0634 
Al Fossner                  201-385-8411 
Drew Greis                  201-670-7485 
Gary Hamme               RWD CONSV** 
Melanie Lavitan                    551-265-2079 
Cheng We “Winnie” Lai        917-517-6025 
Christine MacDonnell         ENCORE* 
Charles Pillow                  201-689-1544 
Nick Swan    646-314-2762 
 
Bassoon 
Lisa Alexander                           ENCORE* 
Lou Caimano               RWD CONSV** 
Donald MacCourt                 201- 612-0624 
Ray Pettit                   201-652-1983 
Maureen Stregner                 201-986-1022 
 
Clarinet 
Jeff Bittner    973-713-7163 
Lou Caimano               RWD CONSV** 
Seung Ho Choi                     914-714-5342 
Murray Colosimo                  201-891-5282 
Mark Friedman                     201-445-3546 

Clarinet (cont’d) 
Adam Gallob    201-926-1160 
Brian Hysong             201-461-3161 
Christine MacDonnell         ENCORE* 
Don Mokrinski  RWD CONSV** 
Micheale Ryan          ENCORE* 
Rick Shapiro              551-574-2774 
David Singer               973-566-9346 
Craig Yaremko     973-207-1100 
Lee Zakian               201-794-0295 
 
Bass Clarinet 
Sam Kaestner     845-642-2374 
Seung Hee Lee     201-674-8157 
Charles Pillow                  201-689-1544 
Rick Shapiro               551-574-2774 
Craig Yaremko     973-207-1100 
 
Saxophone 
Andre Baruch     908-472-9405 
Lou Caimano            RWD CONSV** 
Dr. Paul Cohen             201-287-1872 
Peter Furlan                  845-268-5097 
Mark Friedman                      201-445-3546 
James Garde                        ENCORE* 
Will Greenstreet     845-753-6360 
Lois Hicks-Wozniak              845-446-9241 
Keith Kreindler     914-522-6266 
Christine MacDonnell         ENCORE* 
Charles Pillow                  201-689-1544 
Rick Shapiro               201-692-9739 
James Saltzman     973-727-2505 
Vincent Veloso     201-675-0445 
Walt Weiskopf                       201-928-1228 
Craig Yaremko     973-207-1100 
Lee Zakian                  201-794-0295 
 
Trumpet 
Evan Barker     201-848-8623 
Don Batchelder     973-715-1862 
Nick Dellosa               201-261-9120 
Nathan Eklund                   973-943-7318 
Gary Guzio               201-797-4715 
Ben Hankle          *ENCORE 
Fred Hendrix     973-754-9777 
Rick Henly  RWD CONSV** 
Henry Heyzer                  201-803-8914 
JoAnn Lamolino            201-248-3364 
John Luckenbill     908-461-8655 
John Pendenza              201-722-1019 
Bruce Silver                          201-791-6711 
Barry Sachais  RWD CONSV** 
Chuck Sommer              845-753-2584 
Mark Ziskis     201-675-7614 
 
 
 

French Horn 
Scott Brubaker              201-818-0128 
Eva Conti          ENCORE* 
Sarah Cyrus               201-384-9093 
Javier Gandara                     212-353-0242 
Bill Hughes               201-750-2019 
Sandy Meltzer               201-567-7797 
Maria Sommer               845-753-2584 
Chris Wilhjelm              201-857-8520 
 
Trombone - Baritone - Tuba 
Matt Bylik          ENCORE* 
David Butterfield          201-529-1526 
Bob Ferrel     973-692-1763 
Jon Ferrone     201-665-0183 
Matthew Goetz     201-323-0730 
Henry Heyzer                  201-803-8914 
Bonnie Kaplan     201-934-2926 
Karen Marston     713-898-6047 
Tim Newman     646-245-4785 
Barry Sachais  RWD CONSV** 
Paul Scott               201-405-0150 
Aaron VanderWeele    914-393-7431 
Mark Ziskis     201-675-7614 
 
Percussion 
Gregory Boland     201-969-2829 
Gary Fink              ENCORE* 
Steve Johns                        RWD CONSV**  
Greg Landes                        ENCORE* 
Dave Larson                         201-664-3272 
Scott Simpson               RWD CONSV** 
 
Jazz Guitar 
PJ Rasmussen                           ENCORE* 
Tony Scally     973-279-4035 
 
Jazz Bass 
Bill Thoman     201-248-1746 
   
Jazz Piano 
Katie Cosco          ENCORE* 
Luciano Salvatore        201-670-8390 
Allen Farnham     201-836-4092 

 
### 

 
*ENCORE Studio                  201-262-2237 
 Gary Fink, Director 
 
**RIdgewood Conservatory   201-612-6686 

Lou Caimano, Director 
 
 

For more listings visit the Ridgewood 
Friends of Music Website:   

www.ridgewoodfriendsofmusic.org 



Why private music lessons? 
 

In Ridgewood, pull out music lessons end after eighth grade.  The need for high school musicians to continue specialized instrumental study, 
however, continues well after middle school.  Historically, we have been extremely fortunate to have had students study privately with some of 
the best private music teachers in the country.  Over the past decade, however, the number of students taking private lessons has dropped 
dramatically.  Time that was previously available for lessons has been replaced by traveling sports teams, SAT preparatory classes, video games, 
and any number of other activities.  
 
Your child’s music education is important on many levels  Please consider very carefully the possibility of your child taking private one-on-one 
instrumental music lessons.  Here are a few reasons why private lessons will help your child: 
 

· The need to learn more about playing an instrument does not end in eighth grade.  By the end of eighth grade, most students still do 
not know all of the fingerings for their instrument, and have not reached the outer ranges for their instrument. 
 

· Each instrument requires very specific techniques.  In the band classes, each class is dedicated to ensemble performance and students are 
grouped into one heterogeneous group of 40 or more players, representing ten or more different instruments. 
 

· In a private lesson, your child will receive expert modeling on his or her own instrument.  While your band or orchestra director is an 
expert conductor and has experience on all instruments, nothing can compare to the education provided to your child by someone who is an 
expert on your child’s own instrument. 
 

· Private lessons allow teachers to give individual attention to address physiological and technical issues.  This attention is impossible in 
a large group setting.  Individual lessons allow for proper techniques to be taught in a step by step manner, where the teacher can watch 
embouchure formation, breathing technique, and bow technique and carefully listen to articulation styles.  Bad habits are easily noticed and 
readily corrected. 
 

· Private lessons help develop good habits and organizational skills.  Most teachers have a lesson formula which encourages a practical 
and methodical approach to practice. 
 

· Students who are busiest benefit the most from private lessons.  Your child’s time is precious.  A private teacher can identify areas that 
need attention, allowing your child to use his or her valuable practice time wisely and efficiently, without wasting it on areas that do not 
require attention. 
 

· Private lessons help students reach their potential. The value of the encouragement given by an adult sitting beside your child can not be 
overestimated.  Students are held to greater accountability, and when they succeed, they receive greater recognition. 
 

· Students who perform better enjoy music more.  These students are given more opportunities for performance in the advanced school 
groups, chamber groups, honor ensembles like All County,  Region and All State, and are more likely to hold leadership positions. 
 

· Students who take private lessons excel three to four times faster than students who do not. 
 

· Often in academic subjects, students get a tutor when they are having trouble with the coursework.  In music, students get a private 
teacher when they want to excel! 
 

· Students who study with a private music teacher through high school typically consider that adult to be one of the most important 
and influential adults in their pre-college lives.  Choosing the right private teacher could provide you with an important ally in providing 
positive examples to your child. 
 

· Colleges and universities are looking for good musicians - even as non-majors!  Private music teachers help students prepare for college 
auditions as both music majors AND non-majors.  Many scholarship opportunities are available even if your child is not planning to be a 
music major, especially if he or she plays an instrument for which there is a large demand (trombone, trumpet, French horn, oboe, bassoon, 
viola, bass). 
 

· When there are more students studying privately, ensembles can play music of a higher level of difficulty. 
 

· When more students in an ensemble take private lessons, ensemble time can be spent rehearsing musical concepts, rather than 
dealing with the specific technical details of each instrument - rehearsals are therefore more productive and more fun for everyone! 

 
The value of an outstanding music education cannot be overstated, and students who study privately during their time in the school band or 
orchestra get the most out of their experience.  A student’s commitment to instrumental music shows more than just a “well rounded education” 
or the ability to participate in one activity through his or her school years.  A student’s progression through a sequential music program shows a 
commitment to respecting and preserving our musical culture, a desire to experience and appreciate works of artistic beauty, and the ability to 
think and act creatively, thoughtfully, passionately, and with disciplined attention to detail on the highest levels of abstract thought.  Music 
provides students with an unparalleled experience which promotes cooperation and communication.  It teaches students about the need to stay 
true to tradition while caring about the future.  It allows students to engage in meaningful dialogue, and to give of themselves rather than take for 
themselves, so that others can be uplifted and might benefit from their endeavors. 
 
Be a musical partner for your child.  Help your child reach his or her fullest potential...promote private lessons! 

 


